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Chapter 23  

Secrets Beneath the Gazebo 

1. Chapter Overview 
After their daring escape from the Olive House, the Sisterhood Sleuths regroup to decipher the casket’s 
markings. Their discoveries lead them beneath Upland’s gazebo, where they uncover a hidden chamber 
connecting ancient sites around the world. The revelation deepens the stakes: The Society’s plans extend far 
beyond their town. Meanwhile, the team learns that The Society is mobilizing at the Gibson Senior Center, and 
they must act quickly. This chapter blends strategy, discovery, and moral resolve—reminding the team that 
every truth they uncover carries new danger. 

2. Core Life Lessons 
• Knowledge demands responsibility and courage. 
• Every revelation carries both risk and reward. 
• Leadership means uniting others under pressure. 
• Truth often hides in unexpected places. 

3. Character Focus 
Chloe – Balances leadership with emotional intuition. 
Yuki – Analytical and brave; her discoveries propel the mission forward. 
Gil – Voice of logic and strategy. 
Arthur & Mei – Intellectual partners decoding mysteries with insight. 
Lily – The emotional compass, grounding the team through fear. 

4. Learning Discussion Prompts 
Why does Chloe insist on investigating the gazebo first? 
How does Yuki’s quick thinking contribute to the group’s survival? 
What does the glowing map reveal about the global nature of The Society? 
What new challenges does the team face as they uncover larger truths?  
How does discovery strengthen or divide a team? 

5. Connection to Real Life 
This chapter invites reflection on curiosity and accountability. Students can discuss how new discoveries in 
science, history, or technology come with ethical questions. It encourages responsibility when handling 
information and awareness of how teamwork fuels meaningful discovery. 

6. Suggested Activities 
Map Connections: Create a web linking the countries mentioned (Israel, Ireland, Japan, Iceland) and note 
what each represents. 
Hidden Symbol Search: Design a classroom scavenger hunt with coded clues leading to a 'truth' message. 
Team Debate: Should all discoveries be revealed to the world, or do some secrets protect humanity? 
Creative Writing: Write a journal entry from Chloe’s point of view after discovering the global map. 

7. Song Connection 
Song: The Future Is Yours 
Lyric tie-in: ‘The past can’t change—but the future’s yours.’  
Highlight the balance between curiosity and caution. Encourage students to see how knowledge,  
when used wisely, empowers progress—but when abused, can cause harm.  
Guide them to explore ethical leadership and the power of teamwork in uncovering truth.  
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Student Worksheet – Ages 10–12 

 

 Writing / Reflection 

1. What did the team find under the gazebo?  
2. How does this help them in their mission? 

 

 Multiple Choice / Quick Response 

• What was hidden under the gazebo? (a) A secret staircase and map 

• Who discovered the hatch? (b) Yuki and Gil 

• What did the glowing wall show? (c) A map of ancient sites around the world 

 

 Puzzle / Cipher Exercise 

Unscramble: T  U R H T  (Hint: What the team is always seeking.) 

→ TRUTH 

 

 Song Connection 

‘The past can’t change—but the future’s yours.’  — The Future Is Yours 

Why is telling the truth important even when it’s difficult? 
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Student Worksheet – Ages 13–15 

 

 

 Writing / Reflection 

1. What does the global map reveal about The Society’s power?  
2. Why is this discovery so dangerous? 

 
 

 Multiple Choice / Quick Response 

• Why did the team investigate the gazebo? (a) The fragment’s map led there 

• What did Arthur and Mei realize about the casket? (b) It was a key that activates something hidden 

• Where are The Society gathering next? (c) The Gibson Senior Center 
 
 

 Puzzle / Cipher Exercise 

Cipher (A=1): 11–14–15–23–12–5–4–7–5  

→ KNOWLEDGE. How does knowledge create both power and risk? 

 
 

 Song Connection 

‘The past can’t change—but the future’s yours.’  — The Future Is Yours 

How can learning new truths about the world inspire courage instead of fear? 
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Student Worksheet – Ages 16–18 

 

 

 Writing / Reflection 

1. Analyze how this chapter deepens the story’s global scope.  
2. What does it suggest about the nature of hidden networks in history and leadership? 

 

 Multiple Choice / Quick Response 

• What theme is central to this chapter? (a) Truth revealed through courage 

• How do Chloe and Gil model ethical leadership? (b) They balance logic with empathy 

• What does the glowing symbol at the end warn about? (c) An imminent and global threat 

 
 

 Puzzle / Cipher Exercise 

Riddle Cipher: 'What guides discovery but must be handled with care?' 

 → TRUTH. Explain why truth must be used responsibly. 

 
 

Song Connection 

‘The past can’t change—but the future’s yours.’  — The Future Is Yours 

How does this lyric motivate the team to act despite fear? 

This song captures the Sleuths’ determination to face danger with hope, showing that even when the truth is 
heavy, their choices shape what comes next. 

 


